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dogmatically to reject such stories. The stories of the mixture
of Dorian and pre-Dorian blood in Argolis, at any rate, are
confirmed by the presence in historic times of other " tribes "
in the cities, besides the Dorian Pamphyloi, Hylleis, and
Dymanes : the Hyrnathioi at Argos and the appropriately
named " Shore-dwellers ", the Aigialcis, at Sikyon.1

Argos ruled also all the east coastal strip of Peloponnese,

down to Cape Malea and the  island of Kythera  beyond.2

It was an imposing heritage.    Yet the very number and

importance of its cities turned to a source of weakness.   In

the less strenuous times that followed, Epidauros, Sikyon,

and the rest, left free, inevitably, to manage their own local

affairs, tended to slip out of control altogether.   The Greek

passion for local freedom, here as so often, was the bane of

any attempt to form political units of larger size.   Even the

little  cities  of the  inner  circle,  Mykenai,   Tiryns,   Midea,

Asine,  Nauplia,  Orneai, are every one of them found in

rebellion against Argos at some period or other, and by the

fifth century Argos in. exasperation had made every one of

them feel the weight of her heavy hand.3 She never formally

gave up her claims even against Aigina and Sikyon;  so that

as late as the end of the sixth century, when those communities

placed shipping at the disposal of Sparta for an invasion of

Argolis by sea, Argos considered it an act of treason and

sentenced each to a heavy fine of live hundred talents.   The

surprising thing about it is that though Aigina disregarded

this fantastic judgment, the Sikyonians actually admitted

its-justice in principle and, though they did not pay in full,

compounded for a token payment of one hundred talents.4

As Argos had just suffered a shattering defeat, this cannot

have been for fear of Argive arms. It may be due to concern

for Sikyon's important local trade with her hinterland in

1 Hat, v, 68.                         * Id. i, 82.

8 Mykenai, 468-7, D,S. xi, 65. Tiryns (which like Myk. sends a separate
contingent to Plataia in 479), Midea, and Orneai probably about the same
time? (Paua. viii, 27, 1). Village of Orneai finally razed* 415 ; Thk, vi, 7.
Asine and Nauplia much earlier, in the reigns of kings Eratos and Damo-
kratidas at Argos, i.e. eighth century, according to Pausanias (iv, 14, 8 and
35, 2, etc.),                               * Hdt, vi, 92,